Individual Decision Notice

Executive Decision %

TOWER HAMLETS

Classification:
Decision Maker. Commissioners’ Decision Making | Exempt
Meeting, Not before 24th September, 2015

Provision of Home Repairs Grants under the Council's Private Sector
Housing Renewal Policy 2013-15, to four individual owner occupiers

Under the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and
Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012 — notice is hereby given that
an Executive Key Decision is required to be taken under General Exception
Urgency provisions as it is not possible to provide at least 28 clear days’ notice of
the decision but it is possible to give at least 5 clear days’ notice of the decision.

As required under the above regulations, the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny
Committee will be notified of the above decision being taken under the General
Exception Provision.

This notification will be published as soon as possible before the decision is
taken, stating why the decision must be taken urgently.

Reason why it is impractical to provide 28 clear days’ notice of the decision:

The reasons for urgency centre around the length of time the process takes and also
because we have very vulnerable residents living in poor accommodation.

Firstly, as set out in our Private Sector Renewal Policy, applications for Home Repair
Grants will be determined within 20 days from date of full application.

Secondly, as also set out in our policy we have a duty to assist vulnerable residents in the
removal of Cat 1 Hazards, to which the grants apply.

These applicants are:

- 87 year old, who can’t use his kitchen or bathroom taps

- 72 year old with a leaky roof

- A disabled lady requesting service for a stairlift and step lift which she relies on to
access her property

- A disabled lady needing a minor repair for her boiler so she can have heating and hot
water

Signature: Date:

Alison Thomas 16 September 2015

Further details of the decision to be taken:




Key Decision? Yes

Ward(s) Blackwall & Cubitt Town; Bow West; Weavers;
Whitechapel

Summary of
Decision

Provision of Home Repairs Grants under the Council's Private
Sector Housing Renewal Policy 2013-15, to four individual owner
occupiers.

Community Plan
Theme

A Healthy and Supportive Community

Cabinet Member

Cabinet Member for Strategic Development (Councillor Rachel
Blake)

Who will be
consulted before
decision is made
and how will this
consultation take
place

A full public consultation was carried out on the Tower Hamlets
Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy 2013-15, prior to approval
by Cabinet on 31 July 2013.

All applications for housing grants under the Tower Hamlets
Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy 2013-15, undergo an
evaluation and scrutiny process by the Private Housing Grants
Panel before being referred to the appropriate delegated officer for
approval.

Has an Equality
Impact Assessment
been carried out
and if so the result
of this Assessment?

No. A full EA was carried out on the Tower Hamlets Private Sector
Housing Renewal Policy 2013-15, prior to approval by Cabinet on
31 July 2013.

Contact details for
comments or

Alison Thomas
(Acting Service Head Strategy Sustainability and Regeneration,

additional Development and Renewal) alison.thomas@towerhamlets.gov.uk
information
What supporting 1. Private Sector Housing Strategy 2013-15, Cabinet decision of 31

documents or other
information will be
available?

July 2013.
http://moderngov.towerhamlets.gov.uk/documents/g4188/Decisions
%2031st-Jul-2013%2017.30%20Cabinet.pdf?T=2

2. Private Sector Housing Strategy 2013-15.
http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Igsl/851-

900/868 housing_statements/private_sector_housing_renewal.asp
X

3. Individual grant report x 4

4. Grant break-down sheet.

5. Grant Panel check sheet.

6. Chair of Grant Panel’s recommendation sheet.

Is there an intention
to consider this
report in private
session and if so
why (Paragraph

Fully Exempt (the whole report will be exempt)

The report contains:
1. Information relating to any individual resident (name)
2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an




number — see notes | individual resident (address)

section)? 3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (proposed amount of financial assistance to
individual resident)

1,2,3

NOTES

Advance notice of Key Decisions

Key decisions are all those decisions which involve major spending, or savings,
or which have a significant impact on the local community. The precise definition
of a key decision adopted by Tower Hamlets is contained in Article 13.03 of the
Constitution. Key Decisions are taken by the Mayor, or the Mayor in Cabinet.

Individual notices of new Key Decisions will be published on the website as they
are known, whilst a Forward Plan collating these decisions will be published 28
days before each Cabinet meeting. The Forward Plan will be published on the
Council’'s website and will also be available to view at the Town Hall and
Libraries, ldeas Centres and One Stop Shops if required. The Committee pages
on the Council website include copies of the Forward Plan, Cabinet and other
meeting dates and the publication dates of the Forward Plan.

If, due to reasons of urgency, a Key Decision has to be taken where 28 days’
notice have not been given. Notice will be published (including on the website) as
early as possible and Urgency Procedures as set out in the Constitution will have
to be followed.

The most effective way for the public to make their views known about the issues
listed in the Forward Plan is to examine the consultation column of the Forward
Plan, and/or contact the report author or Cabinet Lead Member as soon as
possible, and no later than 10 working days before the decision is expected to be
taken.

You can also view the Council’s Consultation Calendar, which lists all the issues
on which the Council and its partners are consulting.

Reports, appendices and background papers will be available on the Council’s
website 5 clear working days before the Cabinet meeting. For all other
information or to submit documents in relation to any issue, please contact the
relevant officer.

Notice of Intention to Conduct Business in Private

The Council is also required to give at least 28 days’ notice if it wishes to
consider any of the reports on the agenda of an Executive meeting (such as
Cabinet) in private session. The last row of each item below will indicate
any proposal to consider that item in private session. Should you wish to
make any representations in relation to an item being considered in private
please contact Democratic Services on the contact details listed below. Note that
this applies to Cabinet but not to Individual Mayoral Decisions outside of Cabinet.



http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgsl/800001-800100/800015_council_constitution.aspx
http://modgov2ksrv/uuCoverPage.aspx?bcr=1
http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgsl/851-900/867_consultation.aspx

The notice may reference a paragraph of Section 12A of the 1972 Local
Government Act. In summary those paragraphs refer to the following types of
exempt information (more information is available in the Constitution):

1. Information relating to any individual

2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the
authority handling the information)

4. Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated consultations or
negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matters arising between the authority or
a Minister of the Crown and employees of, or office holders under, the authority.

5. Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in
legal proceedings.

6. Information which reveals that the authority proposes:-

a) to give under any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements are
imposed on a person; or
b) to make an order or direction under any enactment.

7. Information relating to any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention,
investigation or prosecution of crime.

Democratic Services Contact Details:

Contact Matthew Mannion
Officer: Democratic Services
Email: matthew.mannion@towerhamlets.gov.uk

Telephone: 020 7364 4651
Fax No: 020 7364 3232


mailto:Matthew.mannion@towerhamlets.gov.uk

